
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Contact: Miko Jao, Manager of Voter Engagement 
Phone: 626-356-9838 

Email: miko@causeusa.org 
  

2018 APA-Facing Gubernatorial Debate Secures 5 Leading Candidates 
  

Pasadena, CA – March 26, 2018 – Center for Asian Americans United for Self-
Empowerment (CAUSE) has partnered with over 70+ community organizations 
and 15+ press agencies in the Asian Pacific American (APA) community to host 
the first ever APA facing-Gubernatorial Debate on Friday, April 27, 2018, from 
7:00 PM to 8:30 PM (PST). Admission to the debate is free and open to the 
public at the Sexson Auditorium of Pasadena City College (1570 East 
Colorado Boulevard, Pasadena, CA 91106). To RSVP, please click here. 
  
“The first ever APA-Facing Gubernatorial Debate will be historical for the state of 
California,” said Kim Yamasaki, Executive Director of CAUSE. “This will be an 
opportunity for our gubernatorial candidates to share their stance on our 
community’s needs and issues.”  
 

The selection criteria for candidates to participate in the 2018 APA-Facing 
Gubernatorial Debate was based on the data results from extensive polling 
conducted at the time of determination.  
  
The following candidates have confirmed their attendance: 
 Travis Allen, CA State Assemblyman (R) 
 John Chiang, CA State Treasurer (D)  
 John Cox, Businessman (R) 
 Delaine Eastin, Former CA State Superintendent of Education (D)  
 Antonio Villaraigosa, Former Mayor of the City of Los Angeles (D)  

  
Candidate Gavin Newsom, CA State Lieutenant Governor has declined to attend 
the event. Representatives from Newsom’s campaign team officially responded as 
follows, “Unfortunately based on the large number of debate requests and 
competing demands for the Lieutenant Governor’s time, we will be unable to 
attend. For context, by the end of February, we will have already completed seven 
candidate debates and forums…” 
 

The response drew concern from leaders within the APA community. “The APA 
community will no longer be associated with being soft-spoken,” said Charlie Woo, 
Chair of CAUSE. “...we are a community that will not be ignored. Our gubernatorial 
candidates need to treat us with the same respect as all other communities.” 
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Paul Song, President of Physicians for a National Health Program California, also 
chimed in and encouraged candidates to take APA voters seriously. 
Understanding that the debate has the ability to impact the decision-making 
process of APA voters, Song emphasized, “We are not a monolithic group, but 
rather politically diverse and independent minded. Therefore we encourage all 
gubernatorial candidates not to dismiss this wonderful opportunity and to readily 
participate in the [debate]. It is very important for each candidate to share their 
visions, goals, and to speak directly to an important constituency.”  
 

Today, APA communities are the fastest growing ethnic group across the nation. 
Additionally, more than one-third (5.7 million) of the United States’ APA population 
resides in California. California is also home to the largest number of APA-owned 
businesses (32% of the total in the nation) and has a consumer market of $172 
billion. With the APA population comprising nearly 15% of California’s electorate, 
the APA community could potentially decide the outcome of the 2018 elections. 
  
“... Candidates and elected officials alike must address the growing AAPI 
community to succeed here, which is why the first AAPI-focused Gubernatorial 
Debate hosted by CAUSE is so important,” said Karthick Ramakrishnan, Founder 
and Director of AAPI Data. “By showing up, candidates demonstrate their 
commitment to addressing issues facing the AAPI community, and that they 
understand the power of our vote.” 
  
The debate will be held in front of a live audience as well as streamed for broadcast 
by media outlets with English and Asian language programming.  
  

— 
Center for Asian Americans United for Self-Empowerment (CAUSE) is a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit, nonpartisan, community-based organization with a mission to advance 
the political empowerment of the Asian Pacific American community through 
nonpartisan voter outreach, training, and education as well as leadership 
development. 
  
Media and press agencies interested in partnership opportunities for this debate 
should contact Miko Jao, CAUSE Manager of Voter Engagement at 
miko@causeusa.org 
  
For any further inquiries, please contact CAUSE via phone at (626) 356-9838 or 
email at info@causeusa.org. General information can be obtained from our 
website at www.causeusa.org. Our office is located at 260 S. Los Robles Avenue, 
#115, Pasadena, CA 91101 
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